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everything is red-brown at midday but grey, pink, or gold in the evening when the sun gets low in the west. If there is no delay the passage through the canal from Suez to Port Said takes about seventeen hours. The ships are obliged to go slowly or the wash would destroy the banks. At night the way is illuminated by big electric lights, so that traffic goes on by night and day.
Port Said is another coaling station, and more than a million tons of coal are taken there every year. Coaling never stops. There are always crowds of men, women, and even little children filling baskets with coal and passing them on to the barges to be taken to the- steamer. No matter what time the vessel arrives at Port Said the passengers go ashore, for the ship is soon black with fine coal dust, and, as every door and porthole is closed to prevent the dust getting into the cabins, the vessel is most unpleasantly hot and dir.ty.
The next stage of the journey is through the Mediterranean Sea, a journey of about 2000 miles. The vessel makes for Malta, where, at the capital Valetta, there is a strongly fortified harbour for the use of the British navy in these waters. Malta lies south of Sicily., and the island of Sicily together with the peninsula of Italy divides the Mediterranean into two basins. Hence,, when we leave Malta we have to go either between Sicily and Italy or between Sicily and the
G